It is not till the beginning of the nineteenth century that there is any evidence that Bristol doctors felt the necessity of cooperation for study of books that would be useful to them in their work, and which it would be beyond their power to possess individually.
But in the first decade of that period there were in Bristol two flourishing Medical Reading Societies, the earlier of which has long ceased to be, while the other,1 founded in 1807, has had a continuous existence to the present day, and is now, at least, as vigorous as ever, and is exceedingly popular.
Such Societies, however, admirable and useful as they are, have unavoidable limitations, as they are compulsorily restricted to only a few members. Therefore we find that in 18312 the need for more extended opportunities was met by the formation of the Bristol Medical Library, and in 1832 its home was in Orchard Street, a most convenient situation, as a large number of medical men were living in the immediate neighbourhood.
The building was that which had been used for worship by a body of French Protestants who, after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes by Louis XIV in 1685, had 
